
Good governance:
The transition from a system of maintained schools under the auspices of Local Authorities to a landscape 
comprising of charitable companies of various sizes continues to present significant challenges for those 
charged with implementing good governance in academies. We know from experience that fixed cost early 
access to legal support is an effective way of managing governance risks.

Eversheds has created a unique service for Business Managers, Clerks, Company Secretaries, Directors and 
Members of single academies, multi academy trusts, free schools, studio schools and UTCs as well as those that 
sponsor them.  

Academy Govern@nce benefits include:
Governance helpline
The helpline gives 24 hour access via phone or e-mail 
to our team of governance experts. It covers any query 
in relation to:
– the memorandum and articles of association 

– funding agreement

– the Academies Financial Handbook

– Governors’ Handbook

– charity law

– schemes of delegation

– roles of directors and members

– statutory registers and Companies House returns

– relationships between sponsors and academy trusts

– conduct of board and general meetings

– boardroom disputes

– collaboration arrangements

A summary of the most interesting and popular 
helpline question asked will be published each month 
with a detailed response.

Annotated copy of the memorandum and articles of 
association and funding agreement
Via text incorporated into the DfE model document 
our commentary sets out the key themes and some of 
the challenges academies face with governance.

Briefings
Subscribers receive a variety of briefings on issues 
relevant to academy governance including an 
overview of the funding agreement, a note on the 
powers and responsibilities of directors, members and 
charitable trustees.

Academy Govern@nce
24/7 governance support

Model policies
You will be able to access a limited number of 
template policies designed for academies including:
– whistleblowing

– anti-bribery and corruption

– conflicts of interest

– code of conduct

Extranet access
All documents will be available to subscribers via a 
dedicated extranet site. The site also enables you to 
e-mail queries direct and access useful links.

Document vault access
We provide free of charge secure on line storage 
of electronic copies of your key documents, e.g. 
memorandum and articles, funding agreement[s], 
lease[s], commercial transfer agreement[s] and deeds 
of variation. We will add documents as and when you 
notify us of a change allowing you to access different 
iterations on line at any time via a secure link.  

Companies House Compliance Service (Optional)
The service includes:
– maintaining the academy company’s statutory 

registers

– preparing and filing annual returns at Companies 
House

– preparation of minutes of board meetings to deal 
with appointment or resignation of directors and 
other routine business such as the appointment of 
new auditors, the establishment of a new registered 
office and any change of accounting reference date

– preparing and filling forms at Companies House in 
respect of the above 

– issuing reminders of account filing deadlines



To subscribe to the governance service, simply
complete the details below and return to:

Adriana Pulo
adrianapulo@eversheds.com
Post: Eversheds House,
70 Great Bridgewater Street,
Manchester M1 5ES

I would like to:

Subscribe to  Academy Governence – £475 + VAT 
per annum

Subscribe Academy Govern@nce and Companies 
House Compliance – £950 +VAT per annum    

    

Full name: 
(Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss/Other)

Position:

Organisation: 

E-mail (required)*:  

Our Team

Diane Gilhooley
Partner, Head of Eversheds
Education Sector Group

T: +44 161 831 8151
M: +44 7770 838504
dianegilhooley@eversheds.com

Ben Wood
Partner

T: +44 113 200 4273
M: +44 7876 780298
benwood@eversheds.com

Helen Cairns
Principal Associate

T: +44 161 831 8291
M: +44 7740 396961
helencairns@eversheds.com

Morag Roddick
Senior Associate

T: +44 121 232 1514 
M: +44 7500 882178
moragroddick@eversheds.com
   

For a no obligation conversation on the services we can offer
please contact one of the team.  Please also visit our web page:
eversheds.com/global/en/where/europe/uk/ sectors/
education/academies.page. 

Data protection: *Your information will be held by Eversheds LLP (“Eversheds”) in 
accordance with the Data  Protection  Act  1998.  This  information  will  be added to our 
marketing databases. It may be used for internal statistical analysis, to fulfil any requests from 
you for further information and services and to contact you by mail, telephone or (if you 
give us your e-mail address)  electronic  communication  about  other services or events 
offered by Eversheds or our associated offices. We may pass your details to our associated 
offices (some of which are outside of the EEA), but we will only allow their use for the 
purposes mentioned above. We may also transfer your details to any successor to our 
business (or relevant part of it). An up-to-date list of our associated offices and their locations 
can be found on our website at www.eversheds.com. Your details may also be added to the 
delegate list for the event and included in the delegate pack. This privacy statement applies 
to all information that we hold about you.

If you do not wish to receive further information about services and events offered by 
Eversheds and its associated firms please contact Victoria Horrox by writing to Eversheds 
LLP, Eversheds House, 70 Great Bridgewater Street, Manchester M1 5ES or sending an e-mail  
to victoriahorrox@eversheds.com or call 0161 831 8319 and we will assist you with your 
queries. You may also contact us in this way if you wish to have access to modify, correct or 
object to further processing of your information.
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